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Objective

 To provide an understanding of the relationship between the 

Western Mystery Tradition (WMT) and Modern Science

 To demonstrate how Modern Science is now validating the 

philosophies and beliefs of the Western Mystery Tradition



Western Mystery Tradition

 Term was first used Macgregor Mathers (one of the founders of the Golden 

Dawn), concept existed prior to this, to include the Renaissance

 Wanted to show that the West has it’s own traditions to counter the point of 

Blavatsky who was focused on the Eastern Traditions

 W.E. Butler (student of Dion Fortune) postulated that much of the WMT 

originated in Sumeria, Chaldea, Egypt, Greece and the older religions of 

Europe

 It is often described as the esoteric traditions of the exoteric Christian and 

Judaic faiths.

 Kabbalah, Hermeticism, Alchemy, Rosicrusianism, Gnosticism, Theosophy, 
Neoplatonism, Freemasonry, etc.

 Practitioners: Isaac Newton (Alchemy), Michelangelo (Kabbalah), Ashmole 
(Hermeticism)



Modern Science
 Scientific Revolution – 19th Century 

 Professionalized/Institutionalized

 Predecessor: The Royal Society

 Development of Sciences

 Natural: Physics, Chemistry, Geology, Astronomy, Biology, etc

Quantum Physics/Mechanics

 Social: Political Science, Sociology, Economics, Psychology, Anthropology

 Scientific Process/Method –

 “principles and procedures for the systematic pursuit of knowledge 

involving the recognition and formulation of a problem, the collection of 

data through observation and experiment, and the formulation and testing 
of hypotheses” – Merriam-Webster



WMT Schools/Orders
 Alchemy

 University of Bristol School of Chemistry

Egypt

Khem – Fertility of the Flood Plains of the Nile

Mummification/life after death – rudimentary beginnings of 

chemical insights

Greek Invasion by Alexander the Great – referred to the 

region as Khemia (Greek for Egypt) – belief focused on the 
four elements: earth, air, fire, water

Arabs/Persians Invasion – Referred to Egypt as Al Khemia

which meant “black land” for the fertile soils of the Nile river 

delta – Arab Invasion of Spain by the Moors brought their 

version of Alchemy to the European Continent



WMT Schools/Orders

 Alchemy

 All Metals (mercury/sulfur) could be transmuted to the 

perfect/pure form which was gold via the Philosophers Stone 

(spiritually representing immortality); Masonically represented 

by the Ashlars

 By the 16th Century divided into two groups which led to the 

rise of the two groups we have today, Chemists & 
Spiritual/Practical Alchemists; one focused on new 

compounds/reactions, the other on Spirituality



WMT Schools/Orders (Cont.)
 Kabbalah

 Jewish Mysticism

 Definitive origins unknown, but it can be traced back to at least the 

12th-13th Century

 Literal translation means “receiving”, in layman's terms it could be said 

to simply be an explanation for the way the World works as told in Torah

 Four Levels of understanding Torah:

Peshat – direct interpretation/literal

Remez – allegorical

Derash – Rabbinical

Sod – esoteric/inner/Kabbalah

 Study of the Divine Emanations of G-d as expressed via the Tree of Life 

and the Ten Sefirot (qualities: glory, strength, wisdom, mercy,etc)

 During the Renaissance Non-Jewish students began to study Kabbalah



WMT Schools/Orders (cont.)

 Hermeticism

 Hermes Trismegistus – purported author of the Corpus 

Hermeticum, sacred Egyptian/Grecian texts dating to 2-3 CE & 
The Emerald Tablet

Known to the Egyptians as Thoth, Hermes to the Greeks and 

Mercury to the Romans

Thoth was said to be the teacher of the Egyptian Trinity (Isis, 

Osiris and Horus)

 Hermeticism is thought to be the root of Alchemy (Emerald 

Tablet, Prima Materia)



WMT Schools/Orders (cont.)

 Hermeticism

 Focus was on gnosis or “inner knowing”

“…worldview of One Reality, where all dichotomies, all 
distinctions between body and soul, spirit and matter, etc., 
are integrated as a part of one whole. Everything was seen 
as being interconnected with everything else, and such 
relationships rested on the principle of analogy.” 
http://www.ancientquest.com/embark/hermetic.html

Most well known maxim: As above, so below

Actual translation: "That which is Below corresponds to that 
which is Above, and that which is Above corresponds to that 
which is Below, to accomplish the miracle of the One Thing.“-
-Scully, Nicki (2003). Alchemical Healing: A Guide to Spiritual, 
Physical, and Transformational Medicine. Rochester: Bear & 
Company.

http://www.ancientquest.com/embark/hermetic.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicki_Scully


WMT Migration

Western-Mysteries-Map-1site2.pdf


WMT Evolution to Modern Science

 Hermeticism: Everything is interconnected

 Alchemy: Study of transmutation of one element into another

 Kabbalah: Explanation of the way the World works (Divine)

 Modern Science: Knowledge about or study of the natural world based 
on facts learned through experiments and observation (Merriam-
Webster)

Hermeticism Alchemy

Kabbalah

Modern Science:

Chemistry

Physics

Psychology

Etc.
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The Cycle



How Does Modern Science validate 

WMT?
 1980s Science Historians deciphered the encoded Alchemical Texts

 Allowed Chemists to actually show Alchemical processes were 

valid chemical experiments that can be repeated today and 
show an understanding of the occurring reactions – repeatable 

process that can follow the scientific method



How Does Modern Science validate 

WMT?
 Kabbalah and Science cross paths

 The quest for unity – “Science, in its quest to reveal the underlying 
unity within nature, constantly finds itself returning to the origins of 
the universe -- to the primordial "day one" (yom echad) of 
Creation.” Genesis (In the beginning…)

 The uncertainty principle and the consciousness of faith – “The 
uncertainty principle of quantum physics, which in essence 
establishes the impossibility of simultaneously determining certain 
pairs of subatomic phenomena (such as position and momentum), 
implies that the very act of human observation -- or "consciousness" 
-- irrevocably affects one of the properties which one is observing.”

 The Descent of Creation to a Position of Rest – “Modern physics is 
cited as the postulate stating that all physical structures tend 
toward their lowest possible energy level. This fundamental principle 
is reflected in the Kabbalistic doctrine of "descending worlds" 
whereby Creation is viewed as descending from the infinite energy 
of Divine Being into the stasis of material reality”.



How Does Modern Science validate 

WMT? (cont)
 Quantum Physics is the intersection of science and WMT

 The ties that bind….string theory

 “As Einstein famously postulated matter and energy are just two 

different states of the same substance; like water and ice. Modern 

quantum physics goes a step further in defining this relationship. The 

prevailing theory is that matter and energy exists as a substance similar 

to a closed string (like a rubber band) of energy that vibrates in 16 

distinct patterns of wavelength and amplitude.”

 The “God” particle – Higgs-Boson

 Quantum Physics relies on the Observer for things to manifest

Double Slit Experiment – behavior of a particle changes based on 

whether or not an observer is present

Hermeticism, Kabbalah and Alchemy all one 

experiment/phenomena



Double Slit Experiment



How Does Modern Science validate 

WMT? (cont)

 The double slit experiment has shown us that the ideas of all three 
WMTs we discussed occur in nature

 The idea of Hermeticism of interconnection is seen by the 
particle behaving as waves or strings

 The alchemical transmutation can be seen as the matter is both 
a particle and a wave

 The Kabbalistic idea of the Divine observer is shown in our simple 
act of observation and it’s direct effect on the particles

 Other instances of this validation can be found in scientific 
discoveries

 Large Hadron Collider – reducing elements to their basic states 
(parts)

 Super position demonstrations - Interconnection



So now what?
 Science continues to make new discoveries every day, will this 

further validate the philosophies of WMTs?

 "Does reality as we comprehend it exist in our perceptions, or does it 
exist outside us?" The old adage comes to mind: "If a tree falls in the 
forest and there's no one there to hear it, does it actually make a 
sound?" The quantum physicists would say no. For them, there is no 
universe without an observer. The stage of our mind interprets and in 
this sense brings into existence the outside reality. Outside of our 
mind, we can only make mathematical inferences about whether 
something exists or not. 

 Go out and study both, form your own opinions, speculate (it’s what 
we as masons do best after all!)

 How do these ideas permeate the Craft?

 The Elegant Universe

 Sacred Texts of WMTs

Questions?
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